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How to Rid your Car of Odors 
There are a number of ways to eliminate those bad smells 

Consumer Reports magazine:  

If your car has ever harbored spilled coffee, a sick child, or a smoker, you know how hard it can be to remove a 
bad smell. 

Mike Pennington, director of training and customer relations for Meguiar’s automotive products, separates 
odors into two types: those for which the source is obvious and the rest. First, the obvious: Toss any leftovers 
or trash before they can stink up the car and wipe up or vacuum any dirt you’ve tracked in as soon as you can. 
If a spill happens while you’re driving, Pennington says, pull off the road safely and soak up any liquid with 
paper or cloth towels (keep some in the car) before it seeps into the car’s fabric. If the mess has hit the floor, 
remove the floor mats and shampoo them as soon as you can at a hand car wash or at home using a solution 
of water and detergent. Test the cleaner in a small area first to make sure it won’t stain. Household cleaners 
should work on most surfaces, but if necessary, buy, a product designed for the surface you’re working on—
carpet, leather, or vinyl—at an automotive supply shop. 

Room fresheners often just mask a smell, one expert told us, but industrial-strength odor eliminators 
purchased from a home or auto-supply store can chemically neutralize the odor and remove it. Other 
suggestions included leaving an open container of baking soda in a smelly car. Sprinkle it on the carpet and 
under the floor mats, then vacuum up what shows, and where it doesn’t show, leave it. But make sure the 
surfaces are dry. “If the floor is wet and you throw the baking soda down,” says a car wash manager, “it turns 
into rocks and will not kill the odor.” From another car wash came another remedy: an open bag of coffee 
beans left in the car overnight. “It acts like a filter,” a staffer explained. 

A search for answers from National Public Radio’s Car Talk hosts Ray and Tom Magliozzi to drivers of 
odoriferous cars yields more tips. A fishy smell? Could be antifreeze leaking into the car through the heating 
system. A smell that arrives when the A/C is first on? Check whether the evaporator drain is blocked. Mold 
from a water leak? Pull out the carpet and pad underneath, vacuum both sides, turn the carpet over, spray the 
back with a bleach solution or other fungicide to kill mold spores, then let it bake in the sun. (Our experts 
advise rinsing off the solution with water before drying the mat.) 

What about spilled milk? “There is almost nothing worse than the smell of rotten milk in a car carpet,” Tom 
Magliozzi once told a listener. He suggested selling the car to an unsuspecting dairy farmer. 

Do it yourself and save 
Your own detective work (to find the smell) and elbow grease (to clear it) can save a lot of money. A 
professional detailer charges up to $1,000 for removing carpets and seats, and shampooing and steam 
cleaning a car’s interior. That’s enough to make any car owner cry over spilled milk. 
 

We have been in business since 1984!! Next month is our 34th anniversary!! 

   Don’t forget to like us on Facebook for more savings and current promotions, contests & coupons 

@https://www.facebook.com/southtrailtireandauto 



SALES:  

Specials this month:     

Relief is on the way!!!! 

This month we will have tax relief starting April 1st (no joking here) and ending on April 30th.  This 

means you our loyal customers will not have to pay taxes on your bill.   

*Rules and restrictions apply.  Vehicle must be serviced and paid for with in the above dates no exceptions.  Only applies to retail 

customers only.  Corporate and business accounts are excluded.  

 

 
 

ALSO WISHING A HAPPY ANNIVERSARY NEXT MONTH TO…. 

John & Sheri 

 

On their upcoming Anniversary May 3rd!!! 



Mitch & Melissa 

 

On their upcoming Anniversary May 2nd!!! 

 

Chad’s birthday will be April 26th! 

Our winner of the $100.00 Amazon gift card for March Madness 
was Kevin McClary.  We will be having an anniversary raffle in May 
to celebrate South Trail Tire & Auto Repair’s 34th anniversary.  
Details will be posted on our Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/southtrailtireandauto and in our next newsletter.  

 

 

CAR TIPS:  KEEP TIRE PRESSURE AT THE RECOMMENDED LEVEL. LOW TIRE 

PRESSURE CAN CAUSE TIRES TO LOSE THEIR GRIP ON WET, RAINY SURFACES. HOW 

MUCH PRESSURE DO YOUR TIRES NEED? LOOK FOR THE NUMBER IN YOUR CAR 

OWNER'S MANUAL OR ON YOUR CAR DOOR.  

 

http://www.facebook.com/southtrailtireandauto


SHOP NEWS:  

WE ARE STILL HAVING OUR VETERANS CLOTHING DRIVE!! 

 WE WOULD LIKE ALL OF YOUR HELP TO SUPPORT OUR VETERANS 

We will be have a drop box in our office to Support all Veterans  

This is a donation program please read below the acceptable donations you are welcome to bring in with 

you when you have your car serviced or just come in to drop them off.  We are hoping this will be a success 

to help out our Veterans.     

   

They're owed a salute. 

The VVA accepts many donations the RED ones are the donations we will accept in 
our office:  

     WE ESPECIALLY NEED CLOTHING! 

• Clothing of all types & sizes (men's, ladies, children's, baby's) 
• Clothing accessories 
• Shoes (all kinds) 
• Baby items 
• House and glassware 
• Books, small toys, bikes 
• Stereos, radios, portable TVs 
• All bedding, draperies, curtains 
• Kitchenware 
• Usable small furniture & rugs 
• Small appliances 
• Tools (all kinds) small tools 
• Jewelry and unopened cosmetics 

If you would like to help out more or donate items above that are not highlighted or money 

you can email Melissa@southtrailtire.com for more information.   

This will be an ongoing clothing drive for our veterans until further notice.  We are hoping that we can give some back to the men 

and woman who risked it all for our freedom.  So please go through your closets, cabinets, and home and start clearing out unused 

or cluttered items and let’s give them to one amazing cause!!!! 

http://www.clothingdonations.org/about-us/
http://www.clothingdonations.org/about-us/
mailto:Melissa@southtrailtire.com


GET A $25.00 GIFT CARD OFF YOUR NEXT SERVICE!!! 

EARN A $25.00 gift card for referring you friend: must be a new customer have them tell us you sent them in and we will 

mail you the gift card: It’s like getting a FREE oil change ☺ There will be a surprise for some of you with a $25.00 Omaha 

Steaks gift card for people who reach a certain number of referrals as well! 

 

 

 

We miss you!!! 

 

They may not be here in person, but they will always live on in our hearts! 

DON’T MISS OUT ON OUR SPECIALS, RAFFLES & GIVE-A-WAYS!!!!!!!! 

Print out the coupons for some special savings ……… 

Spring break Savings 

$10.00 OFF any Service Over $100 

$20.00 OFF any Service Over $200 

$30.00 OFF any Service Over $300 

Expires: 04/30/2018.  Not valid with any other offers.  Certain Conditions may apply. 

Excludes Tire Purchases.  

 



Relief is on the way!!!! 

This month we will have tax relief starting April 1st 
 (no joking here) and 

ending on April 30th.  This means you our loyal customers will not have to 

pay taxes on your bill.   

*Rules and restrictions apply.  Vehicle must be serviced and paid for with in the above dates no exceptions.  Only applies to retail 

customers only.  Corporate or business are excluded.  

Previous services do not count to be entered in car must be serviced between 4/1/2018 & 4/30/2018 

And paid for in full to qualify.  

 

 

DO NOT PRINT THIS OUT AS IT IS A PROMOTION NOT A COUPON OR VOUCHER! 

JUST CALL AND SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT. 

 

 

 

Keep on hopping 

$49.95 

Includes: Oil change and filter, lube front end, check battery & alternator operation, inspect belts & 

hoses, check coolant, inspect brakes, check struts, shocks, & CV joints, check lights, rotate tires and 

receive a FREE pair of wiper blades.  

For most cars and light trucks (some restrictions apply) up to 5 qts of conventional oil.  Some restrictions apply. Not valid with any other 

offer. .   DO NOT PRINT THIS OUT AS IT IS A SPECIAL NOT A COUPON OR VOUCHER! JUST CALL AND SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT.  

 


